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APPLICANT:

FACILITY NAME:

FACILITY LOCATION:

uCEIVING WATER:

PERIIIT NUMBER:

Imerys Talc Americ4Inc.
28769 Sappinglon Road
Three Forks, MT 59752

PO Box 130

Cameron, MT 59720

Beaverhead Mine

Township 7 South, Range 6 West, East/z Section 14

Outfall 001: unnamed tributary to Middle Fork Stone

Creek

MT0027821

This permitting action is the renewal of an existing MPDES permit for discharge from the

Beaverhead Mine. The Beaverhead Mine was historically a talc mine which ceased

operations in March 1999 and has undergone post-closure reclamation stabilization. Seepage

from past operations continues to require treatment.

Seepage from the mine and seepage and run-off from the reclaimed Middle Dump are routed

to two sedimentation ponds in series prior to discharge through Outfall 001 to an unnamed

tributary to the Middle Fork Stone Creek. Downstream from the mine, Stone Creek was
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PUBLIC NOTICE NOo MT… 14-36

November 10,2014

PURPOSE OF PUBLIC NOTICE

The purpose ofthis notice is to statc the Department's intcntion to issue a、 vastcwater dischargc

pellllit to the faciliサ liSted in this notice.This pellllit is issucd by the Department under thc

authoriサ of 75‐5-402,Montana Code AFll10tated(MCA);thc Administtat市 e Rules ofMontana

(ARM)17.30.1301θ′sθ2.,Montana Pollutant Discharge Elimination System(MPDES);and
Sections 402 and 303 ofthe Federal C〕 lean l軋rater Act. The Water Protection】3ureau has prepared a

dra■ pcllllit fOr the faciliサ liSted belowo Copies ofthc draft pellllit,statement ofbasis,and

cnvirollmcntal assessmcnt arc available upon requcst from the Water Protection Bureau or on thc

Dcpartment's website、 〃、、
～
v.dCq.mt=量Ωy.

APPLICANT INFORNIATION
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listed on the 303(d) list as impaired for sedimentation/siltation and turbidity, with an
approved Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL). The TMDL included a cap of 1,400 lb/year
for total suspended solids (TSS) from the Beaverhead Mine. In addition, Stone Creek is listed
as impaired for nitrate and the mine is subject to the newly established Circulars DEQ-I24
and 128 (Montana Base Numeric Nutrient Standards and the Nutrient Standard Variances).
Beaverhead Mine will be capped at current performance for total nitrogen.

On September 21,2000, a U.S. District Judge issued an order stating that until all necessary
total maximum daily loads under Section 303(d) of the Clean Water Act are established for a
particular water quality limited segment, the State is not to issue any new permits or increase
permitted discharges under the MPDES program. The order was issued in the lawsuit
Friends of the Wild Swan v. U.S. EPA, et al., CA 97-35-M-DWM, District of ]vlontana,
Missoula Division. The DEQ finds that the issuance of this proposed permit does not conflict
with the order because the renewal is not for a new or increased source.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Public comments are invited ANYTIME PRIOR TO CLOSE OF BUSINESS December 10.2014.
Comments may be directed to the DEQ Permitting & Compliance Division, Water Protection
Bureau, PO Box 200901, Helen4 MT 59620. All comments received or postmarked PRIOR TO

will be considered in the formulation of final
determinations to be imposed on the permits. If you wish to comment electronically, you may e-mail
Barb Sharpe at bsharpe@mt.gov.

During the public comment period provided by the notice, the Department will accept requests for a
public hearing. A request for a public hearing must be in writing and must state the nature of the
issue proposed to be raised in the hearing (ARM 17.30.1373).

The Department will respond to all substantive comments and issue a final decision within
sixty days of this notice or as soon as possible thereafter. Additional information may be
obtained upon request by callin g @06) 444-3080 or by writing to the aforementioned address.
The complete administrative record, including permit application and other pertinent
information, is maintained at the Water Protection Bureau office in Helena and is available
for review during business hours.
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